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Chakravarti, supreme war lord of Hindustan, a monarch who ruled
with the twin weapons of love and sword. A folk-song sums up
Akbar beautifully:
Our hearts are aflutter with joy.
We sing merrily in praise of the good King Akbar, and we
dance to express our happiness.
The maidens of Muttra want neither gold nor silver nor the
butter he was weighed against;
Neither do they want silks nor corn and copper.
What they want is bliss, the bliss of peace that prevails in our land.
Oh, Lord Krishna, give our Akbar a long life,
He is just, he is kind, he is generous
Our hearts are aflutter with joy.
Little did Akbar know that he was nearirjg the end of his stay
in Fatehpur-Sikri and Agra, the twin cities from where he had
ruled for over twenty-seven years. The palaces and forts and gard-
ens he had built to honour Sheikh Salim Chishti were soon to be
left behind to languish in their stately loneliness. Rebellions in
Bengal and Gujarat had been finally quelled. Though the Sultan-
ates of the Deccan flaunted their independence, yet they consti-
tuted no threat to the empire. For a time, Akbar contemplated
mounting an expedition to the south, but the events in Kabul and
Transoxiana claimed priority. Mirza Muhammad Hakim died
suddenly at the age of thirty-one. The resulting power vacuum
stirred the ambitions of the fierce Uzbeg Abdullah Khan* on the*
one hand and the fanatic followers of Sheikh Bayazid Ansari** on
the other. In the preceding two decades Abdullah and his ruthless
son, Munim Khan, had captured Bokhara, Balkh, Samarkand,
Farghana, Khorasan and Badakhshan, and were now poised to
oust the Timurids from Kabulistan.
* Abdullah Khan was a son of the Uzbeg chief Sikandar and a great
grandson of Abul Khair. He was born in 1533. His father died in 1583. His-
son Munim Khan was dreaded throughout Transoxiana for his cruelty.
**Bayazid Ansari was born at Jullundur in Punjab. His father was
named Abdullah and mother Banin. Frustrations at home (his father
remarried and went to Afghanistan) led Bayazid to become a horse-dealer
and repair to the hills of Swat.